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ACTS X. xxxvill, 
bo went about doing Good, 


Pit is the great Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion, by a cloſer 
ZZ . . . . . 

ZN Imitation of God in this Life, 
WH to carry us on to the more 
perfect Enjoyment of him in 

another, ſo of all the glorious 
Attributes which do eminently confpire to 
the Fulneſs of the Deity, there is none that 
ſhines ſo adorable in God, and withal fo at- 
tainable by Man, as his Love, his Mercy, and 
= generous Satisfaction he takes in doing 

00d. 

Of this God left nat himſelf without a Mit- 
neſe, even amidſt the rudeſt Ignorance of the 
Heathen World ; the Rain from Heaven, and 
the fruitful Seaſons,and all the common Mer- 
cies of his Providence, with which he 4d 
them good, confeſſed not more the Exi/tence 
than the Bounty of their Almighty Benefactor, 
whilſt from the legible Characters of Love 
and Mercy which lay every where ſcatter'd 
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1H over all his Works, they could aſcribe unto 
| God no other Goodneſs than ſuch as was in- 
finite, and the nobleſt Pattern whereby to 
direct and to improve their own. But when 
the Fulneſs of Time was come that Man 
ſhould be reſtor'd to the Image of his Maker, 
that Man might become more like unto God, 
God himſelf was pleaſed to become like unto 
Man,then did the great Original of Goodneſs 
it ſelf come down from Heaven to dwell a- 
mongſt us, to {hine in his full Force and Lu- 
{tre upon our Souls, and by the moſt familiar 
Inſtances of his Love to us to inſtruct us in 
the nobleſt Expreſſions of our own to others. 
He came not therefore in the 'Thundrings 
and the Lightnings, and all the ſolemn Ter- 
rors of his Majeſty,in which the Jews expect- 
ed him to appear; miſtaken People! in the 
Wind and the Earthquake only to look for him 
which was to come God was all the 
While in the ſmall ſtill Voice, ſilently employ'd 
in his proper Work of doing Good, a Work 
molt highly becoming the SAVIOUR of the 
World, who came not to ſhake and to con- 
found, but to relieve and to reſtore it, whoſe 
Buſineſs was not to alarm our Fear, but to 
engage our Love. | 
He came not therefore to be miniſtred unto, 
„but to miniſter, himſelf exposd to the Hunger, 
the Thirſt, and the Pains which he relicv'd 
in others, and to all the common ns 
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and Infirmities of human Life, all but the 
Sins he cover'd, and the Iniquities he forgave. 
But even under theſe, the cloſeſt Diſguiſes 

of his Humanity, when all the other Chara- 
Qters of the Deity were retir'd behind the 
Vail, when even his Wiſdom and his Power it 
ſelf ſeem'd unwilling to appear, unleſs when 
ſummon'd to obey his Love, even then did 

his Goodneſs maintain it's original Luſtre, 
and was gloriouſly manifeſted in the Fleſh ; his 
Light brake thro! the Cloud that cover'd it, 
and ſo ſhone before Men, that they might ſee his . 4 
good Works, and from a new Example learn 
now to be merciful, not only as their Father in ; 
Heaven, but as his Son on Earth was Merciful. Luke vi. 


In diſcourſing to you on theſe Words, I 2 
ſhall beg leave to take Occaſion. 


1//. To ſhow you, what Obligations we 
have in general as Men, and in particu- 


lar as Chriſtians, to the great Duty of 
doing Good. 


2aly, J ſhall give you a general Direction l 
or two from our Saviour's Example, a- 1 
bout the manner of performing it. 


 zaly, By propoſing ſome of the Principal | 
Encouragements to this Duty, I ſhall | 
endeavour to perſwade you to the Pra- | 
Etice of it: And | 


4thiy, | 
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4thly, T (hall beg your Patience whilſt 1 

| ak a Word or two in the laſt Place, 

to the Buſineſs and Deſign of this parti- 
cular Solemnity. 


|= 1//. Then, I am to ſhow you, what Obli- 
gations we have in general as we are Men, 
and in particular as we are Chriſtians, to the 
great Duty of doing Good. A 

To do Good therefore, is an Action fo high 
ly perfective of the Nature it employs, 
that God Almighty ſeems to have taken a 
more than ordinary Care to make it Ne- 
ceſſary in the World, and chuſes rather to 
let us ſmart under the Hardſhips and Miſe- 
ries We complain of, than want convenient 
Opportunities of performing it. 

Had indeed our Heavenly Father, from 
whom every good and perfect Gitt deſcends, 
beſtow'd them all in full and equal Mea- 
ſure on his Creatures, ſo that none ſhould 
want in any thing, but all abound in all; 
had all been equally Wile, and Rich, and 
Fortunate, and Great, there had no room 
then been left for Charity, We could 
neither have practis'd the moſt excellent of 
Vertues our Selves, nor found Employment 
for that of others. But now that God, by 
aividing to every Man ſeverally as he will, to 

1 Cor. xi. ſome More, to others Leſs, to every one ſome- 
11. what to profit wit hal, hath, ſo temper d the 1 5 
ks ody 


—— 


97 . 7 | 
„e ding GOOD. ' 
Body together, that the Abundance of ſome 
may ſupply the Want of others, the Members 
now mult have the ſame care one of another, aud 
each of them (each of them I ſay, for evez 
thoſe which ſeem to be moſt feeble are neceſſary) 
in their reſpective Stations conſpire to the 
Weltare of the whole. | 
And indeed of all the manifold Gifts of God 
commited to our Charge, Me know no good 
there is in'any of them, fave only what it takes 
from d oing it; without this, Power would 
preſently {well into Tyranny, and Wiſdom 
it ſelf Degenerate into Fraud: So impoſſible 
is it for them to continue excellent in Them- 
ſelves, when once they ceaſe to become bene- 
ficial unto others. 
Oat of our Goodpeſs therefore hath God pre- 
par d tor the Poor and the Needy, the Miſe- 
rable, and the Unfortunate : And their Debtors 
ſure We are, plac'd only as Elder Brothers . 
in our Father's Houſe, poſſeſs'd indeed of 
the Eſtate, but Charg'd with the Mainte- 
nance of the Family. And altho* our Hea- 
| venly Father has not thought fit to rate our 
Liberality by a particular Aſſeſſment, but to 
make it the more our Vertue, has left it to | 
our ſelves, to ſettle the Proportion of it, yet | 
to the End that the Poor might not always be 
forgotten, that the patient abiding of the Needy i. 1. 
might not periſh for ever : He has graciouſly 
made over our very Nature it ſelf for their 
Security, engag'd the molt tender of our | 
e Paſſions 9 
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Paſſions in their behalf, and arm'd their 
Sighs and their Tears with an jrreſiſtable Vi- 
olence. The ſame Bowels therefore, that in- 
form us of our own Neceſſities, generouſly 
provoke us to relieve our Brother's too, {0 
that a Man muſt firſt be cruel to his own Fleſh 
betore he can bring himſelf to be unmerciful 
to others. So loudly does our very Nature 
plead within us for the Fatherleſs and the Wi- 
dow, the Poor, and him that hath none to help: 
So ſtrongly does it engage us, For our Bre- 


FLcxxii.8: thren and Companions ſake; to wiſh them proſpe- 


Gal. v. 6. 


John xili. 


34. 


rity, How much more then, for the fake of 
Chriſt himſelf, for the ſake of the Lord our 
God, mult We ſeek to do them Good ? 

A Duty this, my Brethren, which we 
Chriſtians are of all Men molt ſolemnly en- 
N to practiſe, if the Doctrine of our 

aſter carry any Authority at all on thoſe 
for whom He preach'd it, His Example 
and Influence on thoſe for whom He liv'd, 
er his Love on thoſe for whom He died. 


And 1. For his Doctrine 5 
The Religion He hath left behind him in 
the World, conſiſts not in dry Formalities, 
and uſeleſs Speculatious ; No, it is a Faith 
which worketh by Love, that employs it ſelf 
in the ſubſtantial Offices of doing Good; 
Duties more pleaſing and acceptable unto Goa, 
becauſe more 2 and beneficial unto 
Men. A new Commandment therefore have 
| we 
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f doing G O O D. 9 
We from Him, that We Love one another, a 
new Commandment, both in the Degree of 
it's Perfection, and in the Largeneſs of it's 
Extent. | 

The Charity of other Men perhaps of a 
Jem, it may be, or a Gentile, may fatisfy it 
ſelf with a cheap Wiſh, or an unprofitable 
Compaſſion, may think it enough to fay 
to a Brother or a Siſter naked and deſtitute of dat- ſam. ii, 
ly food, Depart in Peace, be ye warw'd and fill d, 15. 
without ever giving them thoſe things which 
be needful for the Body: But the Charity of the 
Goſpel, like it's Tait, without good Works, #s jam. ii. 
Dead; not content with the faint Expreſſi- 17. 
ons of it's kindneſs in Word only and in 
Tongue, it generouſly goes on to make it 
ſelf felt in Deed, and in Truth, and carries 
us out beyond the cold Comfort of bare pity- 
ing only to an actual Relieving of the Wants, 
and Alleviating the Misfortunes of our Bre- 
thren. | | 
It was commanded it is true to them of old Mat, v. 
Time to Love their Neighbour, but allow'd 43: 
withal to Hate their Enemy too: But to whom 
did the Law of Nature, or that of Moſes lay wat. v. 
at-any time, Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that 44 
Curſe. you, do Govd to them that Hate yon, and 
Fray fir them which Diſpitefrlly uſe you, and 
Perſecute you. No; This was a Perfection 
Entirely reſerv'd to Chriſtianity alone, an 1 
Height to which no Diſciples, but thoſe of | 
Chriſt, could ever riſe: For none ſure could 
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The Duty and Advantages 
ever Love ſo much, but they to whom ſo much 
had been forgiven. | 

He that Loveth another (faith St. Paul) 
Hath fullfilPd the Lew. A gracious Command- 
ment ſure, an eaſie Performance this! Lord! 
what is Man, that thou art thus mindful of Him, 
or the Son of Man, that thou ſo regardeſt Him? 
Thus to join the Duty of Loving our Neigh- 
bour, fo cloſe to that of Loving Thee! To 
make it the Second Commandment of thy 
Law, fo very like unto the Firſt, that the 
beſt, the only Way of Obeying the One, is to 
fulfil the Other! Nay, in ſome Senſe to 
make the Second Commandment even grea- 
ter than the Firſt, by changing the moſt 
coſtly Sacrifices We can offer up to Thee, in- 
to the more grateful Incenſe of Mercy to thy 
Creatures ! 

With ſuch Oblations as theſe it is that 
Chriſt declares himſelf well pleas'd; the 


only Sacrifices indeed, by which we may 


in any fort become profitable unto Him: As 
tor Himſelf, He is long ſince Aſcended back 


into his Heaven again, exalted there as far 


above the Charity, as the Neceſſities of his 
Creatures : But the Poor We have always with 
us; to theſe our Goodneſs might at all Times 
extend, To theſe the Members of his Body, 


the Partakers of his Nature, to theſe the 


livelieſt Repreſentatives of his Perſon, becauſe 
Partakers of his Afflictions too. | 


Ye 
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Ve therefore that have this Worlds Goods, 


11 


and fee your Brother have need, and yet un-! * in. 


mov'd at his Sighs, and regardleſs of his 
Tears, ſbut up your Bowels of Compaſſiom from 
him, how awellzth the Love of God in you? Be- 
ware ungrateful Sinners, 'tis God, *tis Chrilt 
himſelf that asks your Charity: Tis he that 
in the Perſon of his Lararus lies periſhing at 

our Gate: Tis he is 2 hungred, and ye gave 
um 20 Meat, tis he is Thirjly, and ye gave 


him zo Drin; tis he is the Stranger, and ye Mat. xv. 


take him not in, Naked, and ye cloath him not, 
Sick and in Priſon, and ye viſit him not: In as 
much as ye do it not uuto the laſt of theſe his 
Brethren, ye do it not unto him. 
But we {hall find ſtill further Obligation to 
the Duty I am ſpeaking of, if we conſider 
2aly, The Example alſo of our Maſter in 
this particular, who (as we find him deſcri- 
bed by the Apoltle in my Text) went abort 
doing Got 
Of almoſt Forty Years, which he vouchſa- 
fed to paſs amongſt us in this lower World, 
he ſcarce allow'd himſelf fo many Days for 
his Retirement from it. From his Entrance 
on the Miniſtry, his Life was always puvuck, 
and in a Crowd, himſelf continually pre#'d 
and throng'd with the Lame, and the Bliad, 
the Miſerable, and the Untortunate, ſought 
after by Multitudes, and ſeeirg, witer: he 
Was not ſought. Of the many Thouſauds that 
daily flock'd about him from every Quarter 
B 2 =: 
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The Duty and Advantages | 
to implore his Mercy, what Beggar was ever 
ſo unhappy as to ask in vain ? When was he 


_ ever known to ſend the poor Wretch empty a- 


way, without either forgiving his Sins, or 
healing his Infirmities, or releaſing him from 
both? The mighty Works which his Father 
had anointed him with Power to perform, 
were all of ſuch a Nature, as ſeem'd not fo 
much eontriv*d for the Surprize, as the Be- 
nefit of thoſe that ſaw them. It was the 
Work of ſome to feed the Hungry, and to 
heal the Sick, of others to caſt out Devils, and 
to raiſc the Dead, of all ro convince the Igno- 
rant, and reclaim the Infidel. Thus liv'd the 
beſt Man that ever came into the World, it's 
publick Friend, it's univerſal Benefactor, 
going about, and as he ment, ſcattering the 
Bleſſings, and diſpenſing the Ge he had re- 
cerved jor Men. And now greater love than 
this could zo Mex {ure expreſs, fave only by 
dying ior them too: He dy'd tor them too, 
and as frecly lay'd down his Late for the Re- 
G:Mmption, as he had before employ'd it in the 
Service of the World. . 
And now what a charming Original, what 


an engaging Pattern is here of doing Good? 


Enough, methinks, to command the Wonder 


of an Heathen, or a Jew, Perſons the moſt 


diſintereſted in our Sa viour's Charity, and in- 
ſenſible of it's Benetits: How much more 
then the Imitation of a Chriſtian, who 1s 
himſelf the happy Object of his Redecmer's 

Love, 


6% | 
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Love, and one amazing Inſtance of the 
Goodnels he adores ? eſpecially too when this 
is the only Reward we can give unto the Lord 
for all the Benefits he hath done unto us, when 


it is to be grateful to the belt of Friends in 
the Way which he himſelf hath appointed 


us. I have given you an Example, ſays he, John xiii: 


13 


that je (pould do to others even as | have done 15. 


unto you: And it is the natural Inference his 
on beloved Diſciple makes from his Love 


to us, that if God ſo loved us, we oughit alſo to John iv. 
TH 


love one another. 


But who alas! O merciful Jeſus, who can 
pretend to imitate the mighty Labour of thy 


Love! We are far, very tar ſure, from valu- 
ing it as we ought, if we can ever hope to 
love one another as thou halt loved us, nor 


indecd doſt thou require thus much of us; it 


is not expected we ſhould be doing Good to 


the Worid juſt in the fame ſurpriſing Inſtan- 
ces and aſtoniſhing Manner that our Saviour 


did; it is not requir'd that the fame Power, - 


it is enough that the ſame Mind only be in us 
which WAS alſo in Chrit Jeſ: As the ſame Readi- 
neſs, as we have Opportunity, to do Good unto 


all Men; and Opportunity of doing Good is 


what the pooreſt Man alive can never want, 
God having taken effectual Care that a V ir- 


tue ſo highly beneficial to all ſhould not be 
found impracticable by any. 


He 
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He that is not able, for inſtance, to relieve 
the Hunger, nor cloath the Nakedneſs, nor 
adminiſter to the Temporal Neceſſities of his 
Brother (tho”, bleſſed be God, this is the Caſe 
of very tew amongſt us) ſuch an one may 
yet find Employment enough tor his Charity 
(the nobleſt part indeed of Charity) in /g. 
Hing an hungry Soul with Goodneſs; he may 
inſtruct the Ignorant and reprove the Guilty, 
and without a Miracle give Eyes to the 
Blindneſs of their Underitanding and Feet 
to the Lameneſs of their Will; or /aſtly, by 


the Efficacy of his Prayers and the Virtue of 


his Example (and theſe ture are things al- 
ways in our Power) the pooreſt Man alive 
may yet become rich in good Works, and in 
the trueſt Senſe a publick Friend and Bene- 
factor to the World. 

But before I diſmiſs this Head of Diſcourſe, 
give me leave to recommend to you 'I'wo 
'Things more eſpecially obſervable in our Sa- 
viour's Manner of doing Good, and not im- 


proper therefore to direct us in our own. 


And the | 

_ 15# of theſe is the unwearied Perſeverance 
of his Love, notwithſtanding all the Diſcou- 
ragements 1t met with trom the outrageous 
Malice of an ungrateful World. 5 
How was his Doctrine deſpis'd by thoſe 
it labour'd to inſtruct? How were his Mi- 
racles bla ſphem'd by thoſe they ofter'd to 
e ee 14 ;;.F6ltore £ 
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reſtore ? How was his very Perſon it ſelf 
inſulted and abus'd, and what Extremities 
of Cruelty did it not endure at the Hands of 
thoſe for whom he ſuffer'd, nay, for whoſe 
Sakes alone he was made capable of ſuffer- 
ing? A glorious Conflict this betwixt the 
Goodneſs of G O D and the Ingratitude of 
Men ! but ſuch as ſerv'd only to diſtinguiſh 
the Triumphs of our Saviour's Love, and 
make it perfect throꝰ the Suſforings it endur'd ; 
the Sin and the Ingratitude that did ſo much 
abound, ſerv'd only to let us fee how much 
more the Love and the Mercy that forgave it 
could abound. e 
And how does a ſerious Contemplation of 
thele Things, my Brethren, at once recom- 
mend the Fervency of our Saviour's Love, 
and reproach at the ſame time the Coldneſs 
of our own! Qurs alas! which on every 
{11ghr Occaſion, on every puny Quarrel, pre- 
ſently cools into Indifterency, or fires into 
Revenge. HE. 
As often as we remember the exceeding 
great Love of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt in laying down his Lite for us, for us 
who were yet his Enemies, Enemues that of- 
fer'd by Violence to take it from him, how 
can we content our ſelves with doing Good to 
thoſe only who do Good unto us? this is but 
faintly, alas! to imitate our Redeemer's 
Love; to love thoſe who love us is no more 
than what the good Nature of an Heaton 
Wi 
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Luke vi. Will prompt him to; nay, Sinners alſo, ſor 
their own Sakes, will do the ſame; but he | 
that would be merciful, even as his Maſter 
alſo was merciful, muſt, like him, extend his 
Goodneſs to the Evil and his Kindneſs to the 
x Cor. 13. Unthankful ; his Charity muſt ſuffer long, 
and yer be kind; a Charity, like that deſcri- 
bed by the Apoſtle, which beareth all things, 
endureth all things, and yet that never fails; 
ſuch is the Love with which Chrilt loved us, and 
with which me are taught of him to love ons 
another . » + 
The 24 Thing obſervable in our Saviour's 
Manner of doing Good, was his Induſtry in 
concealing it; his Modeſty {till carefully re- 
tix d from the Applauſe of Men, and ſeem'd 
afraid of nothing ſo much as the Popularity 
he deſervd; his conſtant Charge to thoſe he 
recover'd was, that they ſhould not tell it 
unto; Men; the Dumb were here command- 
ed tg. be filent ſtill, and deny'd the Liberty 
of Speech in proclaiming him from whom 
they had receiv'd it; his unaffected Charity 
had mo other Deſign in view but the Glory 
of God and the Happineſs of others, no Re- 
ward, but from. his Father only, which was in 
Heaven, ſuperior tar to all the little Arts of 
Þ Oſtentation and Hypocriſy, ſuch as ſerve 
5 only to expoſe. and, deſtroy the Virtue they 


* 


offer to recommend. 
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is an Argument of a 1 empty as 
the Applauſe, and ſordid as the Rewards it 
indecently affects, when it ſhines only tv be 
ſeen of Men; true diſintereſted Goodneſs ſeeks 
no other Honour than that which comes from 
God only, the ſecret Witneſs, but the oper 
Rewarder of its Piety; it then maintains the 
greateſt Luſtre when it is the moſt induſtri- 
ous to conceal it; as the Sun, we know, the 
nearer it 7 hoo to a Meridian Bright- 
neſs, the leſs will it ſuffer it ſelf to be gaz'd 
at by us, and ſeems to forbid the Eye that 
offers to admire it. 


I come now in the third place, by propo- 
ſing ſome of the principal Encouragements 
to this rf to perſuade you, if it may be, 
to the Practice of it. 


And the firſt J ſhall mention is the Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction that never fails to at- 

tend and follow upon our doing Good, 

To do Good and to rejoice are ſo inſeparable 
the one from the other, that Epicurus himſelf, 
the moſt delicate Refiner upon ſenſual Plca- 
ſure, could not but allow it the beſt Way of 
improving our Happineſs to communicate 1t ; 
even Solomon himſelf (and never ſurely was 
there a more painful Enquirer after Pleaſure 
than he) confeſſes he had long purſu'd it in 
vain, and never knew what true Enjoyment 
was, till at laſt he _ it here; he knew 
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no Good there was in any of the Riches or the 


Honours he fo plentifully ſhar'd, but for 4 
Man to do Good with them in his Life. And a 
greater than Solomon could from his own Ex- 


perience aſſure us (and yet if any one's Cha- 
rity could ever want the pleaſurable Part of 
its Reward, our Saviour's ſurely did) yet 
even he can tell us, it is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive. ASP WP 

As often as we relieve the Hunger and 
refreſh the Bowels of a diſtreſſed Brother, 
we feed a nobler Appetite of our own, we 
taſte a Reliſh refin'd above the ſenſual, and 
are really more oblig'd to him for the Oppor- 
munity, than he can be to us for the Expreſ- 
lion of our Charity. 


But further, As for all the other ſorts of, 


ſenſual Enjoyments, the Miſchief of them 1s, 
that they ſcarce out- live the Actions they at- 
tend, they preſently do vaniſh, the moſt in- 
nocent of them, in Vanity, but the guilty in 
Vexation of Spirit, they falſly deſert us in the 
reeaful Time of Trouble, and ſerve only to in- 
flame the Anguiſh they ſhould mitigate and 
allwage; whereas the Satisfaction of doing 
G endureth for ever, it faithfully accom- 
panies us into the worſt of Fortunes, and 
wonderfully ſupports us under them; then 


when we walk in the midſt of Trouble (nay, in 


* [4 Th 7 


the Shadow of Death it ſelf) even then will this 


_ refreſh us; then the kind Compaſſion we 


Will 


have formerly ſhewn to the Diltres of others, 
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Will mightily lighten the Burden of our own; 
then. the Bleſſing of him that' mas ready to'periſh 
will come ſeaſonably upon us, becauſe we'd. Job wat? 

lived the Poor when he cried, the Fatherleſi, i. 
and him that had none to help; in that Day, 
when our Riches and our Honours ſhall loſe 
their wonted Luſtre, and the brighteſt of our 
Talents, with their dying Maſter's, languiſh 
and decay, then the comfortable Remem- 
brance that we have faithfully employ'd 
them ' ſhall look freſh and flouriſh, fhall 
ſtand by and comfort us in the Hour of Death, 
and plead for us in the Day of Judgment. 


But, 240, | 
The Excellency of the Work it ſelf, and 
the Honour that waits upon doing Good, are 
none of the leaſt Encouragements to it. 
What the Pfalmilt fays of the good and 
charitable Man, ſeldom fails to make one 
Part of his Reward ; he hath diſpers'd abroad 
(ſays he) he hath given to the Poor, and it na- 
furally follows, that his Horn ſhall be exalted vs. cxii. g. 
with Honour. | eee 
The World, we may obſerve, delights to 
honour no Men more than thoſe who are 
moſt eminently beneficial to it; *twas thus 
the Gods of the Heathen, and with them 
their Temples too, increas'd, who were no- 
thing elſe but the real or ſuppos'd Beneta- 
ctors of thoſe who at firſt'enſhrin'd them. 
We read, that for reſtoring a Cripple to his ,,. , 
Feet the Lycaonians could hardly be reſtrain'd 12, 
6 2 from 
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wm from doing Sacrifice to Barnabas and Paul. 
And it is worth obſerving too, that it was 
immediately after Chriſt's feeding of the Mul- 
titudes that we find him by his own Diſciples 
Luke ix. firſt acknowledg'd to be the Son of God. 
= With how ſohlame an Image, with how 
profound a Reverence doth it ſtrike our 
Minds, when we behold the Man to whom 
God hath given abundance of Power, and 
Wildom, and Reputation, and Eſtate, above 
the reſt of his Fellow Creatures, generoully 
employing them all to their Advantage, as f 
far ſurpaſſing others in the Largeneſs and | 
Extent of the Good he does as in the Oppor- 
tunities of doing it? Such an one, like rhe 
River of God, overflows only that he ma 
enrich; he viſits the thirity Parts of the Earth 
With refreſhing Streams, and carries Gladneſs 
and Plenty along with him whitherſoever he 
goes; ſuch an one may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, 
to ſupply the Place and do the Work of God 
in the World, and nobly repreſents his hea- 
venly Father, the Lord w/e, only to direct, 
and mighty, only to defend. ' © 


The third and laſt Encouragement to the 
Duty of my Text which I {hall mention 
(and what Encouragement can I mention 

more?) is the Reward annex'd by God him- 
ſelf to the Performance of it, 3 
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He that bath Pity upon the Poor, (ſays the Prov. xix. 
Wiſe Man) Lendeth unto the Lord, and that) 
which he hath giv*s, will he pay him agen. God, 
in whom the fulneſs and abundance of all 
things dwells, is gracioully plcas'd to adopt 
foreign Wants, and perſonate the Neceſſities 
he cannot feel; and yet ſuch is his Goodneſs, 
that he will not ſuffer us to be charitable" fo 
much as to himſelf, without a Conſideration : 

He buys the Tribute of us, which he might 
exact, and pays us for relieving an Indigence, 
he vouchſafes to call his own. 

Whoſoever therefore he be, that hath thus om. xi. 

gix'n unto him, he may depend upon it, is (bel! 25. 
ane time or other be recompenc'd to him agen. 

It is more than probable, that even in this Life, 

he will receive his own with Uſury. Truſt in the 
Lord, (faith the Pſalmiſt) and be doing Good, pl. ... 

and verily thou ſhall be fed. Idleneſs and In-3. | 

temperance, Lewdneſs and Debauchery, nay, 
and Avarice it ſelf, have impoveriſh'd many; 
but I dare boldly ſay, that no Man's Charity 
was ever yet known to make him a Beggar 

in this World: No, we loſe, we throw away 

properly what we miſpend upon our Luſts, 
t our Charity burns without conſuming, 

and ſcatters only that it may increaſe: So that 
Covetouſneſs itſelf ſhould tempt us to be Cha- 
ritable, and the greateſt Miſer in the World, 
if he did but rightly underſtand his own Ad- 

vantage, how little ſoever he might care 2 
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do for the fake of others, would yet be boun- 
tiful to the Needy for his own, * 

But theſe, Alas! are but poor trifling Con- 
fiderations for the Charity of a Chriſtian to 
dwell upon, unworthy at leaſt, if not unlaw- 
ful Objects of his Deſires. His Love muſt 
have reſpect unto no other Recompence of 
Reward, but ſuch as like it ſelf, is boundleſs, 
and unconfin'd: Nothing leſs than Heaven 
is the Intereſt, and God's Word the Security, 
on which he Lends unto the Lord. | 

As often as he looks up to Heaven, and 
there behold that Jzsus who ſuffer'd for his 
Salvation, exalted moſt high in the Glory of 
God the Father, this is ſuch a Proſpect indeed, 
as will make the ſevereſt Labour of Love ap- 


pear not only tolerable, but even pleaſant, 


and delightful. Who ſhall ſeparate him from 


Jam, v. he Love of Chriſt? What diſcourage him from 


20. 


33s 


following his Maſter's Charity, once ſo per- 
{ecuted, but now ſo glorify'd, thro" the bitter- 
neſs of his Sufferings, to the excellency of 


his Reward? 


Once more, and I have done. 
If the Charity of otherwiſe wicked Men, 
be of force enough, tho? nor to excuſe them 


Rom. viii. from ſuffering, yet by covering a multitud? of 


their Sins, to abate the Torments they would 
otherwiſe endure, how much more, do we 
think, will it increaſe the Joys of Heaven to 
the Spirits of the Juſt? How will it add to the 
Pleaſures even of that bleſſed Place, to 85 

thoſe 


1 ” 
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thoſe the Partakers of them with us, whom we 

our ſelves have been happily inſtrumental in 
bringing thither! To remember how we ſav 

their Souls from Death, and reſcued them from 

eternal Miſery! How it was we that firſt in- 
{ſtructed 4: in the way to Happineſs: How 

by our charitable Reproof, we reclaim'd them 
from being Evil, how by our better Example, 

we confirm'd them in being Good. a 

Ihen will theſe bleſſed Spirits thankfully 

acknowledge the Charity they now no longer 

can employ, and Chriſt himſelf reward what- 

ever we have done unto the leaſt of theſe, as 

done unto himſelf. He will glorify our Love 

to them with the ſame Glory, with which he 
himſelf alſo was glority'd of the Father, for 

loving us; who any when he was Rich, he 

was yet contented to become Poor, that we thro* 2 Cor. vn. 
his Povery might be made Rich, becauſe for our 9: 

Sakes he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto Death, even uſto the death of the Croſs, that 
we might live thro' him; therefore hath God 
alſo highly exalted him, and given him a Name, peter il. 
which is above every Name; Angels, and Princi-22. 
palities, and Powers, being made ſubject unto 
him. 

I have now done with the Advantages of 
this Duty, and am afraid I have already de- 
tain'd you too long from, the pleaſure of per- 
forming it. I ſhall only beg your Patience, 
whillt T ſpeak a Word or two in the laſt place, 
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to the Buſineſs and Deſign of this particular 


* I 


Solemnity. 


» 


And fure Iam, of all the ſeveral. forts of 


Charity Thave now been recommending, and 


by which we may in any wiſe contribute to 
the Glory of God, or the Happineſs of others, 
there is none more excellent in it's Nature, or 


more univerſal in it's Influence, than that 


which we are now aſſembled, you the GEN- 
TLEMEN, that are Truſtees of it, to direct, 


and all of us to Commemorate. 


For how can we any way ſo effectually 
{upport the Honour of our God, and the In- 
tereſts of his Government, as by poſſeſſing 
Men betimes with the Fear of his Name, 
and a Reverence for his Authority ? And 
when can we hope to do this more ſucceſsful- 
ly, than when their Youth and Tenderneſs 


give way to our Impreſſions, before Vice or 


Infidelity have got Poſſeſſion of the Soul, and 
put the Will and Underſtanding into a Po- 
iture of reſiſting us? What Method more 
proper to expreſs good Will towards Men, 
than by directing them right at firſt, in the 
way to Happinefs? Than by making rhe fear 
of the Lord the beginning of their Wiſdom? Than 


by giving them a taſte of Moral Good and E- 


vil, as early almoſt as their Diſtinction of the 
Natural? if0 1 5 
Greater Love, one would think, than this 


could no Man ſhew, even than to give Life 


and Being to another: Greater Lode than this 
K 4 


{ I 
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to Children, is religious Education; a nobler 

| Gift, if poſſible, even than Life it ſelf, as much 

as it is nobler-to be a Chriſtian than a Man, 

and to live in Expectation of another World 
than in Poſſeſſion of the preſent. 

What a God-like Piece of Charity muſt it 
therefore be to feed the hungry Soul with Good- 
zeſs, to provide Inſtruction for thoſe poor In- 
nocents, who could never of themſelves have 
come to the Knowledge of their Duty ; tor 
thoſe, who had they been unmercifully left 
and abandon'd to themſelves, would but too 
probably, we may fear, have been betray'd 
by Idleneſs into a vicious Life, or forc'd by 
Neceſſity upon untimely Death. A Man 
by ſuch a well plac'd Charity as this, becomes, 
in {ome Senſe, a Friend and Benefactor to 
Human Nature itſelf, by reſcuing it from the 
loweſt Contempt it is capable of falling into, 
and reſtoring it to the glorious Privileges for 
which it was deſign'd. 

It gives unto thoſe, who would otherwiſe 
have wanted, the Reaſon of a Man, and the 
Hopes of a Chriſtian : It fulfils in the belt 
manner-that good-natur'd Command of our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, by raking up Lide matt. xix. 
Children, out of the Mire they grovel, and“. 
the By-paths they wander in, and bringing 
them to Chriſt, that he may lay his Hands on 
them, aud hleſs them, and graciouſly beſtow 
the Kingdom of Heaven” upon them, at an 
i and ano ei, D N Age, 
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And then this 
not conhn'd to their Perſons only whom it 
immediately affects, but widely extends its 
Laftuence to all tlie ſeveral Intereſts of the 
Publick Good. | To the Church it adds daily 
[uh a; may be ſaved; and in Time become 
ſucceſsful Inſtruments in converting others. 
To the Government it raiſes up a Sett of 
Men faithful to its Intereſts, and uſeful in 
their Employments, who would otherwiſe 
have prov'd unferviceable at leaſt, if not per- 
nicious Members of the Commonwealth. So 
great, in one Word, is the Pomer of this Love, 


The Du) and Advantages 
Age, of all others, the molt capable of recei- 


Charit y ſtops not here, is 


... as even out of theſe Stones to raiſe up Children 
3 1 — 4 41 Defenders — — 

And Laſtly (which is indeed a greater 
Advantage than any I have mention'd) it lays 

a fair Foundation for a better Age, and more 
innocent Poſterity. For may we not with 
reaſon hope, that many of thete tender Plants, 
{o advantageouſly feared by the Well of Life, 
ſo bountifully water'd, and fo. carefully de- 
tended, will look freſh and flouriſh, and one 
Day make a comely Figure in the Houſe of 
God? Who knows but out of the Mouths of 
theſe very Babes and Sucklinps, as mean and 
as coatemptible as tHMY at preſent ſeem, God 
may one Day ordain himſelf Strength, to ſtill 
the Enemy, aud ſilence the Blaſphemer, and 


rebuke 


rebuke the Spirit of Faction and Infidelity 
that prevails amongſt us? | 
Bleſſings and Peace be on the Heart and 
Head,' and much Glory to God for the Sake 
of thoſe, who have thus mintitred to the Saints, 
and 'yet do miniſter. With the Pleaſure they 
deſerve, may the good Souls loo back on this 
Labour of their Lowe, and be ſatisfied. May 101 
the Praiſe and the Reward of fo excellent a 122 
Charity endure for ever, and may the Admi- 
niſtration of this Service not only ſupply the 
Wants and anſwer the Occaſions of this par- 
ticular Aſſembly, but be more abundant allo, 
by provoking many to a Work ſo apparently 
neceſſary to the Reformation of the preſent 
Age, and to the Happineſs and Improvement 
of that which is to follow. | 
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